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Key Terms

• CE = Common Era:  includes dates from the year 1 to 

the present.  (previously known as AD)

• BCE – Before the Common Era – dates from before the 

Year 0.  These dates are counted backward.  Eg:  

400BCE is further in the past than 300BCE

• Decade:  period of 10 years Eg: 2010 – 2020

• Century:  period of 100 years – 1900s (1900 – 2000)

• Millenium:  period of 1000 years 

How do we Talk about Time

HONESTY | EXCELLENCE | ACCOUNTABILITY | RESPECT | TEAMWORK

BCE CE
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century      century   century 
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  3rd          2nd     1st 
century      century   century 

Key Dates – Groups – Migration before 1066

Significant groups before 1066

Migration, invade, conquer, rebellion, settle, kingdom, pillage, diverse, diversity, pagan, 
archaeology, primary source, secondary source, significance

Primary sources
A primary source something that was 
created in the past during the time 
period that is being studied

Secondary sources
A secondary source is somethings 
that was created more recently 
about a period further in the past.  It 
was made after the time period being 
studied often using primary sources. 
They are also called interpretations

If we are studying 

World War I

A poster created in 

2014 about World 

War I is a secondary 

source.  It was 

created after the 

war.

A recruitment 

poster made in 

1914 is a primary 

source because it 

was created during 

the war
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